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Homeless gay youths find shelter

FOR THE ESTIMATED 5,700 homeless gay youth in
New York City, there are little more than 100 beds
available in shelters expressly for them, according
to the Ali Forney Center and the Coalition for the
Homeless. Carmen’s Place, a shelter in Astoria, pro-
vides a place to sleep, eat, bathe and get medical
care for these youths, who often feel at risk in
regular homeless shelters.
Caleb Bailey, 18: When my parents found

Ali Kennedie
(right) poses
with friend,
Terry.

out that | was gay, they gave me two options:
they could send me to Exodus, a camp which sup-
posedly makes people straight, or | could get out of
the house. | no longer speak with my parents. I've
always been gay. But now that I'm open and out, |
feel happier, more relieved, and | feel | can be who
I am and not be as scared of it.
When | first came to this shelter, | had all the
misconceptions like everyone else, “You're
gonna get robbed! You're gonna get
raped in this place.” | didn’'t sleep
at all [my first night]. | was
scared. | was nervous. | didn't
know where | was headed.
When you first come to the
shelter, you're scared you're
gonna end up like that. But now
I've seen people move on to better
things. Most people think that we're
here because we’re sex workers, or
we're drug dealers, or that we dropped
out of school. A lot of us are here
because we weren’t able
to get the support we
need from our family.
The gay community
"~ is extremely support-
ive and they totally are
awesome when it comes to
homeless gay youth.
| wouldn’t say | enjoy the
shelter, but I'm thankful it’s here
because if it wasn't I'd probably
. be looking for a place to stay
tonight. It's a 90-day shelter.
In that time, you have to be
able to find work and a way to
support yourself and have an
apartment set up before you
can be discharged. I'm confi-
dent that I'll be able to have a
job and I'll be able to have my
own apartment even before
the 90 days are up.
Ali Kennedie, 19: | was
staying with family and

y
" ARIELLE DAVIS/CPL MEDIA ~ when they moved to

Florida, | stayed here.

Ali Kennedie, 19, (standing) hangs out with other clients and staff members in the kitchen

at Carmen’s Place, an Astoria shelter set up to aid homeless gay youths.

Caleb Bailey (left), 18, and Kennedie are
two of the teens currently staying at
Carmen’s Place.

But | didn’t have any place to go, so | ended up ina
shelter. I'm trying to do what | can to become a pro-
ductive member of society. I'm scared to death that
I'm gonna be like this forever. | try to do everything |
can not to be, but sometimes it feels like even when
| try to do that, | get shut down and it feels like
maybe they're trying to keep me homeless.

My best experience here | would probably say
was Gay Pride, 'cause we all came together and
we worked on a float with the sister shelter in
Manhattan called Sylvia’s Place. | have been here
for two-and-a-half months. I've heard about a lot
of other shelters — there’s crackheads; they’ll steal
your underwear; they'll stab you. I'm just glad that
I'm here and not there.

[Being a gay homeless teen] really just made
me realize how lucky | was. Like, some members
of my family have told me, “This is like your col-
lege. This is where you learn who you are.” Being
homeless has helped me to build character, helped
me to be stronger and helped me to realize that
not everything is going to be sunshine and roses.
It's gonna be hard and it’s gonna be tough and
you know what? You have to suck it up and just
get through it.

Reported by Anny Bonilla, 16,
and Arielle Davis, 16
Edited by Elizabeth Negron, 14
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Community center would
keep teens off the streets

Forest Hills has its own community house for the
people that live around there, but Corona doesn’t
have its own place. Where are the teenagers from
Corona supposed to go instead of being out in the
streets? I'd like to see a community house with
programs for seniors and for people that have

housing problems and nighttime
programs, and job placement for
teens.

Vanessa Verdugo, 17, Corona

State Assemblyman
Jose Peralta, District 39
(D-Queens):

[A Corona community center]
is very much needed because
there are few after-school
programs and we need more.
We've been talking with several
big organizations, like the YMCA

and the Boys and Girls Club.
But the biggest problem is
the location. The locations
that we have found really
are not accessible via public
transportation.

In Corona, it seems that
every available lot is being
bought by developers. Once
we find it, I'm going to start
pumping as much money as
| can into this community
center to really get it off
the ground.

Just recently, kids were

hanging out in front of their home, and one got
into a dispute with another. One of them came
back and killed the little sister of the guy [with
whom] he had an altercation. These are incidents
that may have been avoided if there was some-
where for these kids to go.

If anyone is aware of a location in Corona that
can possibly be used for a community center,
please call my office at (718) 458-5367.

heard in BackTalk? Check out
www.cplmedia.org/backtalk]
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